The future of dental care for the elderly population.
The U.S. population is aging, and the elderly are maintaining many of their natural teeth. Studies have shown that if older people have teeth, they tend to utilize dental services to a similar extent as younger cohorts. Geriatric dental care is the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of dental and oral diseases for all older adults. A functional categorization of the aging population is more useful in dentistry than a chronological one, and 70 percent of this population, or 23.2 million people, is able to visit a dentist in his or her office. The oral health care of older adults has become more challenging because they will no longer accept extraction and dentures as a solution to complex restorative needs. This paper discusses these issues and looks at the future of geriatric dental care.